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Greetings from Director General 
Bente Nyland

On behalf of the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate, I want to welcome you to 
the 34th annual International Energy Agency’s Enhanced Oil Recovery Work-
shop and Symposium. It is our great pleasure to host this symposium!

Just a week ago the The Research Council of Norway decided that the national 
centre for increased oil recovery will be placed at the University of Stavanger. We 
congratulate the winners of this competition, and hope great ideas will grow an 
contribute to IOR worldwide. 

One of the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate’s most important tasks is to help 
realise values from producing fields. We accomplish this e.g. by ensuring that 
licensees on the Norwegian shelf consider multiple recovery methods and solu-
tions. We look for plans and decisions that can contribute to enhanced recovery.

We are looking forward to learning from other success stories in this area – and 
we also hope that others can benefit from our experiences on the Norwegian 
continental shelf.

The topic of this year’s symposium is “EOR from lab to field”. This is both exciting 
and relevant, because we have seen that good basic research yields good re-
sults. Now is the time to get even better at testing and implementing new EOR 
knowledge and technology on producing fields.

On the Norwegian shelf, more than half of the original oil remains in the reser-
voir, according to current decommissioning plans. This means that considera-
ble values may be lost. For the authorities, it is therefore important to intensify 
efforts on enhancing recovery – beyond planned production – from producing 
fields.

I hope we can use these days in Stavanger to 
mingle, network and learn from each other – 
and together help move EOR from lab to field!

Kind regards,

Bente Nyland
Director General
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Welcome to the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate

In order to make the most efficient contribution to this objective, the NPD must perform 
four functions:

• The NPD is to be an adviser to the MPE through its professional integrity and interdisci-
plinary expertise. 

• The NPD has a national responsibility for data from the Norwegian continental shelf. 
The NPD’s data, overview and analyses constitute a crucial factual basis on which the 
activities are founded.

• The NPD shall be a driving force for realising the resource potential by emphasising 
long-term solutions, upside opportunities, economies of scale and joint operations, as 
well as ensuring that time-critical resources are not lost.

• In cooperation with other authorities, the NPD is to ensure comprehensive follow-up 
of the petroleum activities.

The NPD sets frameworks, stipulates regulations and makes decisions in areas where it has 
been delegated authority.

The NPD is responsible for conducting metering audits and collecting fees from the petro-
leum industry. Together with the MPE, the NPD is responsible for the security of supplies.
In addition, the NPD contributes administrative expertise, mapping of resources and petro-
leum data administration for the development aid programme “Oil for Development”.
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The Norwegian Petroleum Directorate (NPD) is a Norwegian government agency responsi-
ble for the regulation of the petroleum resources on the Norwegian continental shelf. The 
NPD offices are located in Stavanger to ensure that the petroleum resources are allocated 
optimally and simultaneously minimise their environmental impact. The NPD is subordi-
nate to the Norwegian Ministry of Petroleum and Energy.

The agency was created by the Storting (Parliament) on July 14, 1972 and was assigned 
responsibility for managing the petroleum resources. It was originally part of the Ministry 
of Industry, but became part of the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy when it was created 
in 1978. From its establishment in 1972 until 1997, the NPD was led by Fredrik Hagemann, 
who was succeeded by Gunnar Berge up to 2007, when Bente Nyland took over.

Facts about the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate:

• Is a specialist directorate and administrative body. 

• Was established in 1972.

• Reports to the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy (MPE)

• Is headquartered in Stavanger and has an office in Harstad.

• Has a staff of just over 200.

The paramount objective of the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate is to contribute to 
creating the greatest possible values for society from the oil and gas activities by means of 
prudent resource management based on safety, emergency preparedness and safeguard-
ing the external environment.



Welcome to Stavanger

The Stavanger Cathedral was erected in 1125, and made a large impact on the small town 
of Stavanger. Through the following centuries the region remained poor, until 1810, when 
herring came in large quantities to the coast. This gave the fishing industry a huge boost.

At the same time, the fishing industry's growth spurred new opportunities for other indus-
trial activities. Towards the end of the 1800s, the canning industry was developed, and 
tonnes of canned sardines were exported. In the mid-1950s, new technical requirements 
led to the need to look for new industry, while the shipping industry managed to keep 
renewing itself. 

In 1969, the first oil field was discovered at Ekofisk, south in the North Sea, making the 
Stavanger Region a key player in the Norwegian economy. Today Stavanger is Europe's oil 
and energy capital, and the petroleum sector is the main source of income for locals. 
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Historians are unsure exactly when Stavanger was founded. There were certain central 
functions here in the 1000s, but it was not a real city until the construction of its Cathedral. 
This is traditionally dated to 1125.

The name derives from the Norse Stafangr, which is made up of stafr, ‘staff’, and angr, ‘fjord’, 
and most likely refers to the straight fjord leading in to Vågen; stafr can also be linked to 
Valberget, the steep hill east of Vågen.

Until the early 1950s, Stavanger was characterised as a typical industrial city with consider-
able shipping and fishing activity; more than half of the workforce was employed in indus-
try. Shipping has traditionally been very important for the city’s economic growth. Stavan-
ger is still among the country’s most important shipping cities today.

The landscape stretches from the flat Jæren area by the sea, to the mountains in the east. 
Fjords and islands add to the dramatic presentation. The inhabitants use the neighbour-
ing areas for leisure and recreation. Distances from north to south, and from east to west 
are short, and not more than an hour by car. 

Vestiges from the Viking Age, including the battle in Hafrsfjord in 872 AD, can be found in 
the region, with sites both in Sola and Stavanger.



Norwegian Petroleum Museum
The Norwegian Petroleum museum is a museum 
for everyone. Its exhibits explain how oil and gas 
are created, discovered and produced, and what 
they are used for. 

The museum also provides information about 
technological advances and the way petroleum 
influences Norwegian society. Original objects, models, film and interactive exhibits illus-
trate everything from everyday life offshore to technology and dramatic incidents. The 
exhibit “North Sea Divers” is a new exhibition about the pioneer divers in the North Sea. 
Interactive stations, films and texts explain the challenging work the divers faced. In the 
cinema, the 3D movie “Petropolis” is shown all day. Here you can experience scary dino-
saurs and technological adventures told in a humoristic and engaging way. The exhibitions 
are texted in English as well as Norwegian and all the films are in English. 

Activity sheets for children and activities for youngsters can be found throughout the ex-
hibitions. Try the Catastrophe room and rescue chute – if you dare! Visit the museum shop 
featuring interesting gifts for young and old as a memento of your visit. Perhaps something 
which expands your knowledge of oil and gas, or simply something you like. The museum 
café Bølgen & Moi serves delicious light meals.

Flor&Fjære
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Together with the petroleum industry you will also find aquacultural and agricultural cen-
tres here. The Norwegian Centre for Aviation Technology is located in Sola. Farming and 
traditional industries are still important to the region.

Stavanger is a university city, and home to a number of institutions of higher education 
and research. 

In 2008, the Stavanger Region was the European Capital of Culture. Stavanger municipal-
ity’s cultural vision is for the region is to be international and attractive culturally, pulsating 
with possibilities and activities. An increasingly important part of the Stavanger region 
identity is food culture. 

Surely the end of the rainbow

A visit to Flor & Fjære starts with a calm boat ride, followed by a tour of the bountiful park – 
as well as an equally bountiful, mouth-watering buffet.

From windswept islet to palm gardens in a few decades. It all started in 1965, when Åsmund 
and Else Marie Bryn purchased the cotter’s farm Mangela on Sør-Hidle, where they built a 
family cottage.

In 1987, Åsmund became disabled and started to plant vegetation in the area to keep him-
self busy. Flor & Fjære took shape, and people started coming in droves. Eventually, there 
was a need to serve refreshments, so in 1995, his son Olav started the restaurant with his 
wife, Siri. Now the third generation, Endre Bryn, is preparing to take over, and new expan-
sion plans are ready.



This year’s edition of Flor & Fjære opened on 4 May. 50 000 flowers were planted and ready 
to receive visitors. The same goes for the restaurant and its new menu.

Olav Bryn designs the park each year. He spends the winter months thinking up new com-
binations, finding new plants and flowers and looking for untested nuances. The result is 
colourful, and when asked about his source of inspiration, he answers quickly: “the rain-
bow”. Partly in jest, but with a nugget of truth.

This year, chef André Mulder has been inspired by Italian cuisine – the pure taste of nature 
from the freshest ingredients available.

The restaurant serves small groups and individuals, whether you’re on a company outing, 
celebrating your anniversary or are looking for a romantic evening. 

You can get to Flor & Fjære using your own boat, but even then you must make reserva-
tions in advance.
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Craig Whitson

Craig Whitson is Norway’s King of the Grill. He is originally from Oklahoma, USA, but in 
1980 he moved to Stavanger, where he has lived since. In 1986, he opened Norway’s first 
Mexican restaurant, Harry Pepper. Since then he has run a number of restaurants. Now he 
operates the cookery course destination Uthuset with his wife Helle, and writes cookbooks 
and culinary columns for multiple publications. And he grills. All year.

The farmstead consists of two longhouses, a smaller building, wells, stone fences and burial 
mounds, positioned as they were 1500 years ago.

Dressed in the style of the time, the mistress and men in the family demonstrate and 
describe day-to-day life in the Iron Age and provide information about the archaeological 
excavations and all the ancient relics in the area.

Children can try their hand at making fire with a fire-steel and flint or at spinning woollen 
yarn on a spindle.

Back then, humans looked much like us. They had about the same average height, which 
means they had the right diet. However, they often suffered from arthritis and other “wear 
and tear” ailments.

When you visit the Iron Age farm at Ullandhaug, you will learn more about how they lived, 
how they obtained food, and how they functioned as a community.

Jernaldergården
Iron Age Farm at Ullandhaug – A glimpse of everyday life in Norway 1500 years ago
The Iron Age Farm at Ullandhaug is a reconstructed farmstead from the Migration Period, 
circa 350-550 AD.

It is located at the top of Ullandhaug, 3 km from downtown Stavanger, and it affords a fan-
tastic view of North Jæren and of Hafrsfjord where King Harald Fairhair fought the battle 
that united Norway into one kingdom around 900 AD.

An archaeological excavation of the farmstead was carried out in 1967-68. 
The reconstructed farm buildings were later erected on their original sites.
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